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In rejecting the sovereignty of God, our world has attained an utter
level of confusion, resulting in the total decline of morality.

We’re fed ideas that any understanding of life is subject to anyone’s
interpretation, thereby rejecting the authority of God.

As a result the flesh becomes their focus, with no regard to God’s
commands in His Word.

Here’s what scripture says about obedience to God:

Deuteronomy 11:1: “You shall love the LORD your God, and keep His
charge, His statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always.”
Leviticus 22:31: “You shall keep My commandments, and perform
them: | am the LORD.”

Ezekiel 20:19: “I am the LORD your God; follow My decrees and be
careful to keep My laws.”

Proverbs 4:20-21: “My son, pay attention to what | say; turn your ear
to My words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your
heart.”

Matthew 22:37: “Jesus said to him, you shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”

Why?

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14: “Fear God and keep his commandments, for
this is the duty of all mankind. For God will bring every deed into
judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.”

Do | recognize the authority of God in my life to follow His
commandments?
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What is God'’s purpose and promises for those who obey Him?
Deuteronomy 5:29: “ Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they
would fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might
be well with them and with their children forever!”

Exodus 19:5: “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and
keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above
all people; for all the earth is Mine.”

What can we therefore expect if we do follow Christ?

John 15:16: “You did not choose Me, but | chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain,
that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.”

2 Peter 1:10-11: “Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every
effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things,
you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

As such, speaking of Christ Paul said:

Hebrews 5:9: “And having been perfected, He became the author of
eternal salvation to all who obey Him.”

Therefore:

Psalm 112:1: “Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who delights
greatly in His commandments.”

Do | understand the ultimate purpose for following Christ as Lord of
my life?
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WHY MUST WE
OBEY GOD?

“For to this you were called, because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us
an example, that you should follow

His steps.”
1 Peter 2:21

In essence, to obey God’'s commandments in Christ is the proof of our
commitment as true believers, in that Christ is now Lord of our lives
and thereby the seal of our salvation.

Why?

John 14:23: “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him.”

Romans 6:16: “Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to
someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey,
whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness?”

As such:

James 1:22: “Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.”

James 2:26: “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is dead also.”

Matthew 6:24: “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and
despise the other.”

Therefore:

Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven.”

Do | understand my responsibility to obey and follow Christ as Lord,
the one, only and genuine proof of my belief in Christ the Savior?
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“I have not departed from the
commands of His lips; | have
treasured the words of His mouth
more than my daily bread.”

Job 23:12

As to how we must obey God, Job definitely showed it through his
actions, never giving in to whoever tried to draw him to error about
God.

How then must we live to obey God in following Christ Jesus?

2 Corinthians 10:4-5: “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments
and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”
Therefore:

1 Peter 1:13-15: “Gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest
your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming
yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.”

Romans 12:2: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what s that good
and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Romans 12:9: “Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.”

As such Jesus said:

Luke 9:23: “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”

Do | understand that faith in Christ is only genuine, if | live to follow
Him as Lord?
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What better blessing is there than to know that as true believers in
God and Christ, we will live forever in His presence in paradise, God’s
Kingdom.

Here’s how scripture defines this:

John 14:21: “Whoever has My commands and keeps them is the one
who loves Me. The one who loves Me will be loved by my Father, and
| too will love them and show Myself to them.”

John 14:23: “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him.”

What's more?

Exodus 19:5: “If you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant,
then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the
earth is Mine.”

Luke 6:47-48: “Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and
does them, | will show you whom he is like: He is like a man building a
house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when
the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and
could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.”

Therefore:

Revelation 2:7: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. To him who overcomes | will give to eat from the tree
of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”

Is obedience to the Word of God the focus of my life?
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“Thus also faith by itself,

if it does not have works,

is dead.”

James 2:17

Jesus made it clear that believing in Him as Savior, incorporated that

we follow Him as Lord.

How does the Word of God address those who say they believe, yet

their lives do not support their confession?

James 2:14: “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has

faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?”

In Jesus’ own words:

Matthew 5:13: “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its

flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be

thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.”

Luke 6:46: “Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do the things

which | say?”

Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven.”

As such, we are warned:

Revelation 2:5: “Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the

things you did at first. If you do not repent, | will come to you and
remove your lampstand from its place.”

What’ more?

Revelation 3:15-16: “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor
hot. | could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will vomit you out of My mouth.”

Am | a true believer in Christ, committed to live by His Word, and

follow Christ as Lord?
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